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DIVINITY. 


EVIDENCES OF THE TRUTH OF THE CHRISTIAN REVELATION. 


Extracted from the new Edinburgh Encyclopedia. 
(Continued from page 10.) 


11. Iw laying before the reader, then, the evidence for the 
truth of Christianity, we do not call his mind to any singular or 
unprecedented exercise of its faculties. We call him to pro- 
nounce upon the credibility of written documents which profess 
to have been published at a certain age, and by certain authors. 
The i inquiry involves in it no principle which is not appealed to 
every day in questions of ordinary criticism. To sit in judg- 
ment on the credibility of a’written document, is a frequent and 
familiar exercise of the understanding with literary men. It is 
fortunate for the human mind, when so interesting a question as 
its religious faith can be placed under the tribunal of such evi- 
dence as it is competent to pronounce upon. It was fortunate 
for those to whom Christianity (a professed communication from 
heaven) was first addressed, that they could decide upon the gen- 
uineness of the communication by such familiar and every-day 
principles as the marks of truth or falsehood in the human hear- 
ers of that communication. And it is fortunate for us, that when, 
after that communication has assumed the form of a historical 
document, we can pronounce upon the degree of credit which 
should be attached to it, by the very same exercise of mind which 
we so confidently engage in, when sitting in examination upon 
the other historical documents that have come down to us from 
antiquity. 

Vor. I. : 6 


4 








ee es 


RE OE fee AO we anne oe i Mme Ss oA «oy eta 
a $< tue oN etn ee ata Pen 
ae fae Wo ee ee eae 


Poe Pa 


i tiated oS VF Ls 

















42 EVIDENCES OF THE TRUTH OF THE 


12. If two historical documents possess equal degrees of evi- 
dence, they should produce equal degrees of conviction. But 
if the object of the one be to establish some fact connected with 
our religious faith, while the object of the other is to establish 
some fact, about which, we feel no other interest, than that gen- 
eral ‘curiosity which 1s gratified by the solution of any question 
in literature, this difference in the object produces a difference of 
effect in the feelings and tendencies of the mind. It is impossi- 
ble for the mind, while it enquires into the evidence of a Chris- 
tian document, to abstain from all reference to the important con- 
clusion of the enquiry. And this will necessarily mingle its in- 
fluence with the arguments which engage its attention. It may 
be of importance to attend io the peculiar feelings which are 
thus given to the investigation, ard in how far they have affected 
the impression of the Christian argument. 

13. We know it to be the opinion of some, that in this way 
am undue advantage has been given to that argument. Instead 
of a pure question of truth, it has been made a question of senti- 
ments, and the wishes of the heart have mingled with the exer- 
cise._of the understanding. ‘There is a class of men who may 
feel disposed to overrate its evidences, because they are anxious 
to give every support and stability to.a system, which they con- 
ccive to be most intimately connected with the dearest hopes 
and wishes of humanity; because their imagination is carried 
away by the sublimity of: its doctrines, or their heart engaged 
by that amiable morality which is so much calculated to improve 
and adorn the face of society. 

14. Now, we are ready to admit, that as the object of the in- 
quiry is not the character, but the truth of Christianity, the phi- 
losopher should be careful to protect his mind from the delusion 
of its charms ; he should separate the exercise of the understand- 
ing from the tendencies of the fancy or of the heart. He should 


be prepared to follow the light of evidence, though it may lead 


him to conclusions the most painful and melancholy. He should 
train his mind to all the hardihood of abstract and unfeeling intel- 


ligence. He should give up every thing to the supremacy of ar- 


gument, and be able to renounce, without a sigh, all the tender- 
est prepossessions of infancy, the moment that truth demands of 
him the sacrifice. Let it be remembered, however, that while 
one species of prejudice operates in favour of Christianity, an- 


-other prejudice operates against it. ‘There isa class of men whe 
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are repelled from the investigation of its evidences, because in 
their minds Christianity is allied with the weakness of supersti- 


tion; and they/feel that they are descending, when they bring 


down their attention to a subject which engrosses so much respect 
and admiration from the vulgar. 

15. It appears to us, that the peculiar feeling which the sacred- 
ness of the subject gives to the enquirer, is unfavourable to the 


impression of the Christian argument. Had the subject not been 


sacred, and had the same testimony been given te the facts that 
are connected with it, we are satisfied, that the history of Jesus 
in the New Testament, would have been looked upon as the best 
supported by evidence of any history that has come down to us. 
It would assist us in appreciating the evidence for the truth of 
the gospel history, if we could conceive for a moment, that Je- 
sus, instead of being the founder of a new religion, had been 
merely the founder of a new school of philosophy, and that the 
cifferent histories which have come down to us, had merely rep 
resented him as an extaordinary person, who had rendered him- 
self illustricus among his countrymen by’ the wisdom of his 
sayings, and the beneficence of his actions. We ventare to 
say, that had this been the case, a tenth part of the testimo- 
ny which has actually been given, would have been enough 
to satisfy us. Had it been a question of mere erudition, where 
neither a predileetion in favour of a religion, nor an an- 
tipathy against it, could have impressed a bias in any one di- 
rection, the testimony, both in weight and in quantity, would 
have been looked upon as quite unexampled in the whole compass 
of ancient literature. 

16. To form a fair estimate of the strength and decisiveness 
ef the Christian argument, we should, if possible, divest our- 
selves of all reference to religion, and view the truth of the gos- 
pel history, purely as a question of erudition. Ifat the outset of 
the investigation we have a prejudice against the Christian reli- - 
gion, the effect is obvious ; and without any refinement of expla- 
nation, we see at once how such a prejudice must dispose us to 
annex suspicion and distrust to the testimony of the Christian 
writers. But even when the prejudice is on the side of Chris- 
tianity, the effect is unfavourable on a mind that is at all scrupu- 
lous about the rectitude of its opinions. In these circumstances, 
the mind gets suspicious of itself. It feels a predilection, and 
becomes apprehensive lest this predilection may have disposed 
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it to cherish a particular conclusion, independently of the eviden- 
ces by which it is supported. Were it a mere speculative ques- 
tion, in which the interests of man, and the attachments of his 
heart, had no share, he would feel greater confidence in the re- 
sult of his investigation. But it is difficult to separate the moral 
impressions of piety, and it is no less difficult. to calculate 
their precise influence on the exercises of the understanding. 
In the complex sentiment of attachment and conviction, which 
he annexes to the Christian religion, he finds it difficult to say, 
how much is due to the tendencies of the heart, and how much is 
due to the pure and unmingled influence of argument. His very 
anxiety for the truth, disposes him to narrate the circumstances 
which give a bias to his understanding, and through the whole 
process of the enquiry, he feels a suspicion and an embarrass- 
ment,-which he would not have felt, had it been a question of 
ordinary erudition. 


17. The same suspicion which he attaches to himself, he will 


be ready to attach to all whom he conceives to be in similar cir- 
cumstances. Now, every author who writes in defence of Chris- 
tianity is supposed to be a Christian ; and this, in spite of every 
argument to the contrary, has the actual effect of weakening the 
impression of his testimony. This suspicion affects, in a more 
remarkable degree, the testimony of the first writers on the side 
of Christianity. In opposition to it, you have no doubt, to al- 
lege the circumstances under which the testimony was given; 
the tone of sincerity which runs through the performance of the 
author; the concurrence of other testimonies ; the persecutions 
which were sustained in adhering to them, and which can be ac- 
counted for on no other principle, than the power of conscience 
and conviction; and the utter impossibility of imposing a false 
testimony on the world, had they even been disposed to do it. 
Still there is-a lurking suspicion, which often survives all ‘this 
strength of argument, and which it is difficult to get rid of, even 
after it has been demonstrated to be completely unreasonable— 
He is a Christian. _ He is one of the party. Am I an infidel? I 
persist in distrusting the testimony. AmIa Christian? I rejoice 
in the strength of it; but this very joy hecomes matter of suspi- 
cion to a scrupulous enquirer. He feels something more than 
the concurrence of his belief in the testimony of the writer. He 
catches the infection of his piety and his moral sentiments. In 
addition to the acquiescence of the understanding, ‘there is a 
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con amore feeling, both in himself and his author, which he had 
rather been,without, because he finds it difficult to compute the 
precise amount of its influence ; and the:consideration of this re- 
Strains him from that clear and decided conclusion, which he 
‘ would infallibly haye landed in, had it been purely a secular in- 
vestigation. 

18. There is something in the very sacredness of the subject, 
which intimidates the understanding, and restrains it from making 
the same firm and confident application of its faculties, which it 
would have felt itself perfectly warranted to dc, had it been a 
question of ordinary history. Had the apostles been the disci- 
ples of:some eminent philosopher, and the fathers of the church, 
their immediate successors in the office of presiding over the dis- 
cipline and instruction of the numerous schools which they had 
established, this would have given a secular complexion to the 
argument, which we think would have been more satisfying to the 
mind, and have impressed upon it a closer and more familiar con- 
viction of the history in question. We should have immediately 
brought it into comparison with the history of other philosophers 
and could not have failed to recognize, that, in minuteness of in- 
formation, in weight and quantity of evidence, in the concurrence 
of numerous and independent testimonies, and in the total ab- 
sence of every circumstance that should dispose us to annex sus- 
picion to the account which lay before us, it far surpassed any 
thing that had come down to us from antiquity. It so happens, 
however, that, instead of being the history of a philosopher, it is 
the history of a prophet. The veneration we annex to the sa- 
credness of such a character, mingles with our belief in the truth 
of his history. From a question of simple truth, it becomes a 
question in which the heart is interested; and the subject from 
that moment assumes a certain holiness and mystery, which veils 
the strength of the argument, and takes off from that familiar and 
intimate conviction which we annex to the far less authenticated 
histories of prophane authors. 

19. It may be further observed, that every part of the Chris- 
tian argument has been made to undergo a most severe scrutiny. 
The same degree of evidence, which in questions of ordinary _ 
history, commands the easy and universal acquiescence of every 
inquirer, has, in the subject before us, been taken most thorough- 
ly to pieces, and pursued both by friends and enemies, into all 
its ramifications. The effect of this is unquestionable. The 
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genuineness and authenticity of the profane historian, are admit- 
ted upon much inferior evidence to what we can adduce /or the 
different pieces which make up the New Testament: snd why ? 
because the evidence has been hitherto thought sufficient, and the 
genuineness and authenticity nave never been questioned. Not’ 
so with the gospel history. ‘Though its evidence is precisely 
the same in kind, and vastly superior in degree, to the evidence 
for the history of the profane writer, its evidence has been ques- 
tioned, and the very circumstance of its being questioned, has an- 
nexed a suspicion to it. At all points of the question, there has 
been a struggle anda controversy. Every ignorant objection, 
and every rash and petulent observation, has been taken up and 
commented upon by the defenders of Christianity. - There has at 
last been so much said about it, that a general feeling of insecuri- 
ty is aptto accumpany the whole investigation. There has been 
so much fighting, that Christianity is now looked upon as debatea- 
ble ground. Other books, where the evidence is much inferior, 
ut which have had the advantage of never being questioned, are 
received as of established authority. It is striking to observe 
the perfect confidence with which an infidel will quote a passage 
from an ancient historian. He perhaps does not overrate the 
credit due to him. But present him with a tabellated and com- 
parative view of all the evidences that can be adduced for the 
gospel of Matthew and any profane historian which he chooses 
to fix upon, and let each distinct evidence be discussed upon no 
other principle than the ordinary and approved principle of crit- 
icism, we assure him that the sacred history would far outweigh 
the profane in the number and value of its testimonies. 

20. In illustration of the above remarks, we can refer to the 
experience of those who have attended to this examination.— 
We ask them to recollect the satisfaction which they felt, when 
they came to those parts of the examination, where the argument 
assumes a secular complexion., Let us take the testimony of 
Tacitus for an example. He asserts the execution of our Sav- 
iour in the reign of ‘Tiberius, and under the procuratorship of 
Pilate; the temporary check which this gave to his religion ; its 
revival, and the progress it had made, not only over Judea, but 
to the city of Rome. Now all this is attested in the Annals of 
Tacitus. But it is also attested in a far more direct and circum- 
stantial manner in the annals of another author, ina book en- 
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titled the History of the Acts of the Apostles, by the Evangelist 
Luke. Soth of these performances carry on the very face of 
them the appearance of unsuspicious and well-authenticated doc- 
uments. But there are several circumstances, in which the tes- 
timony of Luke possesses a decided advantage over the testimo- — 
ny of Tacitus. He was the companion of these very apostles. 
He was an eye-witness to many of the events recorded by him. 
IIe had the advantage over the Roman historian in time and in 
place, and in personal knowledge of many of the circumstances 
in his history. The genuineness of his publications, too, and 
the time of its appearance, are far better-established, and by pre- 
cisely that kind of argument which is held decisive in every oth- 
er question of erudition. Besides all this, we have the testimo- 
ny of at least five of the Christian fathers, all of whom had the 
same, or a greater, advantage in point of time than Tacitus, and 
who had a much nearer and readier access to original sources of 
information. Now, how comes it that the testimony of Tacitus, 
a distant and later historian, should yield such delight and satis- 
faction to the inquirer, while all the antecedent testimony (which 
_ by every principle of approved criticism, is much stronger than 
the other,) should produce an impression that is comparatively 
languid and ineffectual? It is owing, in a great measure, to the 
principle which we have already alluded to. ‘There isa sacred- 
ness annexed to the subject, so long as it is under the pen of 
fathers and evangelists, and this very sacredness iakes away 
from the freedom and confidence of the argument. The moment 
that it is taken up.by a profane author, the spell which held the 
understanding in some degree of restraint is dissipated. We 
now tread on the more familiar ground of ordinary history ; and 
the evidence for the truth of the gospel appears more assimileted 
to that evidence, which brings home to our conviction the par- 
ticulars of the Greek and Roman story. 

21. Tosay that Tacitus was upon this subject a disinterested 
historian, is not enough to explain the preference which you give 
to his testimony. ‘There is no subject in which the triumph ot 
the Christian argument is more conspicuous, than the moral qual. 
ifications which give credit to the testimony of its witnesses, 
We have every possible evidence, that there could be neither 
mistake nor falsehood in their testimony ; a much greater quan- 
tity of evidence, indeed, than can actually be produced to estab- 
lished the credibility of any other historian. Now all we ask is, 
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23 fe e 


mn that where an exception to the veracity to any historian is re- 
moved, you restore him to that degree of credit and influence 
which he ought to have possessed, had no such exception been 
made. Inno case has an exception to the credibility of an author 
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i historian. When Tacitus is placed by the side of the evangel- 
hits ist Luke, even after the- decisive argument which establishes the 
: credit of the latter historian has convinced the understanding, 
there remains a tendency in the mind to annex a confidence to 
the account of the Roman writer, which is altogether dispropor- 
tioned to the relative merits of his testimony. 








{To be continued. ) 


DESCRIPTION OF THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 


Extracted from Paley’s Works. 


TERRIBLE and alarming prospect! here the powers of elg- 
quence lose all their effect; and the most elevated genius is by 
far too languid, lifeless, and insipid, to describe a scene so solemn 
and tremendous. Who, though he spoke with a voice melodious 
as that of an angel,—though all the graces of celestial eloquence 
flowed from his lips,—could do justice to a subject so awful and 
amazing? A scene which so far transcends every picture which 
the most sublime imagination can form, must certainly baffle 
every effort of description: but though it is impossible to convey 
any but a faint idea, after all our labour, let us, nevertheless, 
attempt the task, as it must be highly edifying, and leave a last- 
ing impression on the heart susceptible of good dispositions. 
Imagine the day arrived, and all nature waiting, in silent expec- 
tation, to receive its last doom; the tutelary and destroying an- 
gels to have their instructions, and every thing to be ready for 
the fatal hour; and then, as upon a signal given, the trumpet 
sounds ; the universe groans at the terrific blast: monuments 
‘i burst asunder; the tomb surrenders up the dust which has slept 
‘a there from immemorial time :—the illustrious and the obscure, 








bis been more triumpLantly removed, than with the early Christian - 
‘| 4 writers ; and yet, as a proof that there really exists some such de- 
ey ; lusion as we have been labouring to establish, though our eyes 
hd are perfectly open to the integrity of the Christian witnesses, 
A. there is still a disposition to give the preference to the secular 
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the virtuous and the bad: Christians, infidels, multitudes of every 
tribe people and language; all who have ever existed from 
Adam down to the present moment,—all, all arise! How, every 
moment, the mighty concourse swells! they pour around like 
gathering torrents, and overflow the earth numerous as the drops 
of rain or stars of heaven; millions crowding on millions; stu- 
pendous tumult! it is all inconceivable alarm and consternation. 
But, who is that sublime and beauteous form descending from 
the skies, encompassed with unnumbered hosts of angels? Jesus, 
the Son of God! the Judge of man! And is this the despised 
Nazarene, the persecuted wanderer; who, while on earth, had 
not where to recline his weary head ? Is this the man of sorrow, 
who was barbarously crucified on Calvary, and expired between 
two thieves, loaded with disgrace, and exhausted with agonies ? 
Yes, it is the same! But whata change! what majesty! what 
inconceivable magnificence! Behold those temples, which were 
once so cruelly torn with thorns, now crowned with a diadem of 
glory; too dazzling for mortal sense to bear! Behold that hand, 
into which his murdering foes once put the reed in derision, now 
holding the sceptre of the universe! Yet, amidst that blaze of 
grandeur that surrounds him, the amiable meekness which dig- _ 
nified the man of sorrow still appears, while traces of compla- 
cency and benevolence conspicuously mark his divine lineaments, 
He separates the promiscuous multitude as a shepherd divides 
the sheep from the goats ; the good are ranged on his right hand, 
the’ wicked on his left: all, even the just themselves, wait in 
trembling expectation ai the dread tribunal,—but how different 
are their sensations from those of the guilty! Pious confidence, 
hope, and joy, arising from a consciousness of their integrity, and 
the thought of their Redeemer’s atoning blood, are mingled with 
their fears; but what imagination can conceive the horrors of 
the latter! they already hear the dire sentence <hundering in 
their ears ; they anticipate the doom which must soon await them : 
what would they give now for a few of those moments, which 
they so imprudently squandered away in gaiety and sensual plea- 
sures, to make their peace with heaven!—the opportunity is 
gone for ever! And» now, behold the eternal King of Glory 
turning towards the assembly on his right hand, with smiles that 
inspire inconceivable delight,——dignity, blended with mildness, in 
his brow, he addresses them with a voice that breathes immortal 
ws _ invites them to the enjoyment of those beatific scenes 
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which had been prepared for them before the foundation of the 
world. What language can describe the effect of these reviving 
accents on the minds of the just! what gratitude! what tri- 
umph ! what ecstacy overfiow their hearts, and sparkle in their 
eyes! Ten thousand brilliant convoys from above attend them, 
and angels congratulate them on their happy destiny, and waft 
them on their soaring wings to the mansions of eternal day. Oh, 
what inimitable prospects are here! Whatever ancient poets 
have feigned of the Elysian fields ; whatever the imagination has 
formed in her boldest flights, is here more than realized. But 
how dire a contrast is exhibited in the looks of those at the left 
hand of their offended Judge, when darting at them, from his 
lowering and indignant brow, the lightning of his vengeance, he 
pronounces in their ears the decisive and irrevocable sentence, 
which consigns them to the regions of endless night: they cast 
one farewell look on the beatific regions, and see the heavenly 
Jerusalem extending her jasper walls far and wide; her sun, the 
glory of the Deity, shining forth with a degree of lustre which 
exceeds every thing that the most brilliant fancy can conceive of 
the astonishing and sublime. This scene of brightness, more 
than stupendous, compared with which, the splendour of ten 
thousand suns were darkness, but augments their anguish. These 
are the abodes of infinite delight; but, alas! not forthem. They 
deeply feel and lament their loss,—but, ah! too late! ’tis irrepar- 
able! They depart, with inexpressible reluctance, to begin their 
dire fate in a ruinous world. Now the scene begins! all the 
treasures of fire in heaven and earth are open! thy final dissolu- 
tion, O world, is begun! Tremendous thunders roll! Piercing 
lightnings dart from every quarter, blaze crowding on blaze, in 
rapid succession; the mighty pillars of creation tremble ; it is all 
astonishment, confusion, and terror! Dissolved by the over- 
powering flame, the solid mountains run down in streams; and, 
contrary to the sacred laws of nature, the rivers reverse their 
course, and hurry back to their fountain-head. Every promoi- 
tory and island is moved out of its place. What a scene does 
the face of the earth display ! Towers, palaces, and temples, all 
sinking in the dire conflagration! Where are now those mighty 
cities, the seats of luxury, pomp, and magnificence, whose stately 
domes and aspiring turrets seemed to threaten heaven?’ The 
melody of the harper and musician, and the enchanting voice of 
the singer are heard in them no more. But it is not cities only, 
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the works of mén’s hands, but the hills, the mountains, and the 
rocks are melted, as wax before the sun, and their place is no 
where found. Here stood the Alps, a prodigious range, the load 
of the earth; this huge mass is dissolved, like a tender cloud into 
rain: here stood Atlas, whose lofty top reached the clouds ;—all 
these are vanished, and swallowed up in one general destruction ; 
and heaven and earth are mingled together in one prodigious 
ruin! 

Thus have I endeavoured, as far as my feeble talents wilt 
permit to represent to your imagination the awful appearance of 
the day of judgment, which will sooner or later arrive. And 
since it is certain, let us fix our affections on those eternal things 
which will recommend us in that awful crisis, and not the tran- 
sient things of this world, which may be suddenly taken from us, 
or we from them; or howeyer long we may retain them, or 
peaceably enjoy them, we cannot keep them always. - Let us take 
a view of the greatest metropolis, the most favoured by nature, 
guarded by law, and enlightened by policy ; the plague in a week 
may desolate, a conflagration in a day consume, an earthquake 
in an hour swallow itup. But why recur to the bodings of fear, 
or the suggestions of fancy, for events so specifically recorded-by 
the historian? Kingdoms have been broken, cities buried, na- 
tions extirpated. Where are Troy, Babylon, Athéns, Lacede- 
mon, Thebes, Jerusalem, Persepolis, and Palmyra? Fallen! 
fallen! Their very ruins sepulchred; some of their places un- 
known; their glory a shadow; their names remaining only a re- 
proach to their former greatness. Palmyra, the seat of kings, 
the emporium of science,—the envy of her neighbours,—is no 
more! Her wreck may form a picture, her fame may paint a 
moral, but her prosperity is no longer dreaded: there the arm 
of power is levelled wtth the hand of industry ; the pomp of tri- 
umph ceases to dazzle, and the song of festivity withdraws its en- 
chantment, Faded are the beautiful,—withered the strong,— 
humbled the haughty. Ifa funeral inscription remains, the lan- 
guage is grown unintelligible, the hero forgotten ! He'hoped to 
shine on the pinnacle of renown, but is shrouded in oblivion for 
ever! All terrestrial-glory is as a flower that fades as we praise 
it; it is fanned by the zephyrs of the morning ; brightened by 
the noon-tide sun; and sinks with the dew of the evening. Who 
would write on water? build on sand? or trust for happiness to 
sublunary shadowy ambition? 
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MEMOIR OF MR. GEORGE SHADFORD. 


(Continued from page 14.) 






Arter this, he went every Sunday, when there was preaching, 
at half-past one, to the same place, and continued to do so most 
of the time that he remained at Gainsborough. It was not long 
before his comrades and acquaintance took notice of his religious 
turn of mind, and began to ridicule him. At this he was sur- 
prised, having ignorantly imagined, that if he became serious, 
every one would love and esteem him. He continued to attend 
the preaching, “till,”? saith he, “ the soldiers and others having 4 
repeatedly reproached me, and laughed at me, I began to think 
I had not sufficient strength to travel to heaven, as I was con- a 
i nected with such a set of sinners. I then made a vow to Almighty 
God, that if he would spare me until! that time twelvemonth, (at 
which time, I should be delivered from the militia, and intended 
to return home,) I would then serve him. So I resolved to ven- 
ture another-year in the old way, damned or saved. O! what 
a mercy, that I am not in hell! that God did not take me at my 
word, and cut me off immediately! From this time the Spirit of 
God was grieved, and, consequently, I was left to fall into sin as 
bad, or worse than ever.” 

From Gainsborough the company to which Mr. S. belonged 
removed to Dartford, where they remained a few weeks. It was 
tlen (whatever it may be at present,) noted for swearing, drunk- 
enness, sabbath-breaking, &c. “It was at this place,’ saith 
Mr. S. “the Lord arrested me again with strong convictions ; 
so that I was obliged to leave my comrades at noon day, and 
run up into my chamber, where I threw myself upon my knees 
and wept bitterly. I was ready to tear the hair from my head, 
thinking I must perish at last.” 

While he was engaged in prayer, the landlady of the inn came 
into his chamber, and found him upon his knees. The realities 
of the eternal world had so occupied his mind, as to prevent him 
from being ashamed. At that time, she said nothing io him, e 
oo but at night she took him to task, and asked him whether he was i 
wo a Wesleyan or a Whitefteldite? He said, “Madam, what do 
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you mean ? Do you reproach me because I pray ” She paused. 
He then said, “Madam do you never pray to God? I think I 
never saw you at church, or any place of worship, these ten 
weeks I have been at your house.” She answered, “No, the 
parson and I have quarreled, and therefore, 1 do not choose to 
hear him.”? A poor excuse, Madam,” he replied, “and will 
you also quarrel with God ?”? Wherever he travelled, he found 
that the Methodists were spoken against by wicked and ungodly 
persons of every denomination ; and the more he searched the 
Scriptures, he was the more: fully persuaded that they were a 
people truly devoted to God. | | 

After the company to which Mr. Shadford belonged had 
marched to, and remained for some time at Dover, Gainsborough, 
and Epworth, he obtained his discharge. Released from a mode ° 
of life, in which it appears he never delighted, he returned to 
his father’s house. Shortly after his arrival, several young per- 
sons proposed a dance, in order to express their joy at his return. 
Against this mode of rejoicing his conscience strongly remonstra- 
ted, but in vain; for he joined the careless assembly, which con- 
tinued their merriment until break of day. But he soon found, 
to his sorrow, that anguish and distress tread upon the heels of 
sinful pleasure. Returning from the tavern to his father’s house, 
his conscience led him to inquire, .‘* What have I’ been doin 


this night, serving the devil!” He then considered the mis- 


ery which he had endured in a course of rebellion against God, 

and justly concluded, that it costs a man more to lose than to | 
save his soul. A few moments after he had drawn this conclu- 
sion, it seemed to him as if something had spoken to his heart, 
‘‘ Remember thy promise ;?? and immediately it occurred to his 
mind, that it was a year since he had thus promised to the Lord, 
“Tf Thou wilt spare me until I get home, I will serve Thee.” 
Then that passage in Ecclesiastes came into his mind, “ When 
thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it, for he hath no 
pleasure in fools; pay that thou owest.””? Immediately he re- 
solved that he would serve the devil no longer. On his forming 
this resolution, it was suggested to his mind, “ Stay another 
year, until you are married and settled inthe world, and then 
thou mayst be religious.” That suggestion was immediately 
followed by a persuasion, that if he yielded to it, God would cut 
him off, and send him to hell; From that time he relinquished 
dancing and began to seek happiness in God. The resolutica 
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which he then formed to devote himself unreservedly to his 
Maker’s service was considerably strengthened by the following 
circumstance. Before he went into the militia, he had been in 
Some measure engaged to a young woman that lived in Notting- 
hamshire ; and when he was at Manchester, he wrote to her, but, 
to his surprise, received no answer. After he returned home, 
he went to see her, but found she was dead and buried. He re- 
quested a friend to shew him where she was buried; and, on 
coming to it, he saw a new stone with this inscription: 


“In bloom of youth into this town I came, 
Reader, repent; thy lot may be the same.” 


The sight of this stone so affected him, that he wept much. 
He learned that it belonged to a young woman, aged twenty-one, 
who had made great preparations in gay clothing, in order to 
have what she called a good dance at the approaching fair. Be- 
fore the time came, she talked much of the pleasure she expected. 
The wished for period at last arrived; and, at twelve o’clock at 
night, she was suddenly taken ill in the midst of her dancing 
companions. She was put to bed immediately, from which she 
rose nomore. Meditating on the death of those two young wo- 
men, Mr. Shadford’s mind was deeply affected. Well! thought 


he, a little while ago these were talking, walking pieces of clay, 


like myself; but they have gone to the house appointed for all 
living. Ue wept, and turned his back toward the place. The 
impressions made upon his mind, on that affecting occasion, were 
not erased till the day of his conversion to God. 

About this time both his parents were taken so ill, that he 
greatly feared they would not recover. One. day, while greatly 
distressed on their account, and not knowing what to do; it was 
strongly impressed upon his mind, ‘Go to prayer for them.” 
“J went up stairs,” saith he, “shut myself in, and, if ever I 
prayed in my life from my heart I did it at this time. J remem- 
ber, in particular, that I prayed to the Lord, to raise them up 
again, and spare them four or five years longer. This prayer, 
he graciously condescended both to hear and answer ; for the 
one lived about four, the other near five years aiterward, and 
was truly converted to God.” 

While Mr. Shadford was from home in the militia, a farmer, 
who was a Methodist, came to reside at the place of his nativity ; 
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he received the Methodist Preachers, and a little society had 
been formed. “1 was now determined” saith Mr. 8. “to seek 
happiness in God, and therefore, went constantly to church and 
sacrament, and to hear the Methodist preachers ; to pray, and 
read the Scriptures. I thought I will be good. I amdetermined 
to be good; but alas! in about six or eight weeks, instead of 
being very good, I saw my heart was nothing but sin. I read 
at night different prayers. Sometimes I prayed for humility or 
meekness ; at other times for faith, patience, or chastity ; what- 
ever I thought I wanted most. I was thus employed, when the 
family were in bed, for hours together. And many times whilst 
reading, the tears ran from my eyes, so that I could read no fur- 
ther; and when I found my heart softened, and could open it to 
Almighty God, there seemed a secret pleasure in repentance 
itself; with an hope springing up, that God would save me, and 
bestow his pardoning mercy. . While I was thus employed in 
seeking the Lord, and drawn by the Spirit of God, I esteemed 
it more than my necessary food.” 

The remark ma:‘s by Mr. S. that there is a secret pleasure in 
repentance itself, is founded in truth; and hence a real penitent, 
groaning for redemption in the blood of Christ, would not ex- 
change his godly sorrow for all the wealth and pleasures the world 
can afford. The God of all grace generally mixes with the bitter 
cup of repentance some drops of consolation, that those who drink 
of it may not sink into the horrors of despair. All, it is true, do 
not, previous to their being justified, drink equally of the cup of 
sorrow ; the hearts of some of them being gently opened to receive 
the King of Glory: but they are all thoroughly humbled: brought 
to part with all their sins; and give up every idea of being saved 
otherwise than merely by grace, through faith. We shall shortly 
see, that Mr. Shadford, after striving for a time to be justified by 
the deeds of the law, was brought to accept of pardon as freely 
offered in the Gospel. 7 

Some time before he obtained a sense of his acceptance “ in 
the Beloved,” being at the house of an uncle of his, at East 
Ferry, his uncle asked him if the latter part of the seventh chap- 
ter of the Epistle to the Romans was descriptive of St. Paul 
in his converted state? He replied that he could not tell: and 
added, that if it described St. Paul’s converted state, it exactly 
suited his. He then began to flatter himself that he was ina safe 
State from a consideration, that “the good he would, he did not ;” 
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and that “the evil he would not, that he did.” But the Lord 
did not suffer him to remain, for any length of time, under the 
power of this dangerous delusion, which has, it is to be feared, 
been destructive to thousands. That delusion being vanished, 
‘“] had,” saith he, “ sorrow and deep distress. My sins pressed 
me sore, and the hand of the Lord was heavy upon me. Thus 
I continued until Sunday the 5th of May, 1762: coming out of: 
ehurch, the farmer that received the preachers, told me a stran- 
ger was to preach at his house. I went to hear him, and was 
pleased and much affected. He gave notice that he would preach 
again in the evening. In the mean time, I persuaded as many of 
my neighbours as I could to go. We had.a full house, and sev- 
eral were greatly affected while he published his crucified Mas- 
ter. Toward the latter part of the sermon, I trembled; I shook; 
Twept. I thought, ‘I cannot stand it, I shall fall down among 
the people.’ Oh! how gladly would I have been alone to weep, 
for I was tempted with shame, 

“‘T well remember he called out at last, and said, ‘Is there 
any young man here, about my age, willing to give up all and 
come to Christ? Let him come and welcome, for all things are 
now ready.’ I thought, before this, he was preaching to me; but 
now I was sure he spoke to me in particular. I stood guilty and 
condemned, like the publican in the temple. _I cried out, (so that 
ethers might hear, being pierced to the heart by the sword of the 
Spirit,) ‘God be merciful tome a sinner.’ Nosooner had I ex- 
pressed these words, than by the eye of faith, (not with my bodily 
eyes,) I saw Christ, my Advocate, at the right hand of God, 
making intercession for me. In an instant, the Lord filled my 
soul with divine love, as quick as lightning: so suddenly did 
the Lord, whom I sought, come to his temple. Immediately my 
eyes flowed with tears, and my heart with love. I sat down in a 
chair, for I could stand no longer. And these words ran through 
my mind twenty times over, ‘ Marvellous are thy works, and that 
my soul knoweth right well.’ I knew not then that these words 
were in the Scripture, until I opened upon them in the Psalms 
when I got home.” 

Having drunk deeply of the wormwood and gall of distress 
formerly, he now drank as plentifully of the living streams of 
Divine consolation. When he read his Bible, so clearly did he 
understand many parts of it, of which he could form no idea be- 
fore, that it appeared to him a new book. When he meditated 








OBSERVATIONS ON GENESI8 111. 8. of 
on God and Christ, angels or spirits ; when he considered good 
or bad men, any or all the creatures that surrounded him, they 
appeared not only new to him, but to stand in a different relation 
to him to what they had formerly done. At night he retired to 
his rest in peace, and with a thankful heart, because the Lord 
had redeemed him, and given him that peace which passeth all 
understanding. He thought that he should never more be troub- 
led with the sin which had most easily besethim; and said with- 
in himself, ‘* the enemies I have seen this day, I shall see them 
no more for ever.”? But no socner had he experienced inward 
peace, than the devil and wicked men began to molest him.— 
* And no marvel,” saith he, “ for the devil had lost one of the 
main pillars of his kingdom fn that parish, And therefore he 
did not leave one stone unturned, that he might cast an odium 
upon the work of God in that place. But none of these things 
moved me, for I was happy, happy in God; clothed with the 
sun, and the moon under my feet; raised up, and made to sit in 


heavenly, holy, happy places in Christ Jesus.” 
{To be continued. ) 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATED. — 


— 
OBSERVATIONS ON GENESIS 111. 8. 


And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day. 


Ir is generally supposed that the phrase “cool of the day,” 
denotes the time or hour of the day in which Jehovah made his 
appearance to Adam. This seems, however, to be a mistake, 
as this phrase is not used in Scripture to express any part of 
time whatever. If we consult the original text, all is clear. It 
reads thus: “‘ Adam heard the sound of Jehovah-God walking 
in the garden upon the wind of the day,”’ &c. 

It is evident from Scripture, that Jehovah the Son appeared to 
Adam so soon as ‘he was created, and on many after occasions. 
Adam heard his voice, and held familiar conversation with him, 
as a man does with his friend. Then, and ever afterwards, in 
all a ages previous to his incarnation, Jehovah seems to have 
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made the sound or rushing of wind the visible symbol of his ap- 
pearance. * Thus he announced his approach to Job, xxxvill. 1, 
‘¢ He answered him out of the whirlwind, and said,” &c. Sohe 
appeared to Ezekiel in the vision, chap.i. 4. This also was the 
sign whereby. David knew that Jehovah was gone out before him 
to smite the host of the Philistines, 1 Chron. xiv. 15. When he 
heard the sound of a rushing on the tops of the mulberry trees, 4 
he knew it was the sound of Jehovah going out to destroy his . 
enemies. And as this had always been the sign of the approach- Mg 
ing Deity, the coming of the Holy Ghost upon the apostles was | 
announced in “ the sound of a rushing mighty wind,” Acts i. 2. ft 
Hence God is said to “ walk upon the wings of the wind,” and | 
to “make the clouds his chariot.”* Now as this was the usual 
token whereby Adam knew the approach of his Maker, so soon 
as he heard the sound of wind issuing from a cloud, walking ce 
among the trees of the garden, he was apprised of the approach 
of the offended Jehovah; and alarmed by his fears, the attend- 
ants on guilt, he ran to hide himself from the Divine presence 
among the thickets of Eden. , 
The first ages of the church were ages of figure : all the divine 4 
dispensations and institutions prefigured better things to come. 14 
God seems to have chosen a cloud, or wind, as the vehicle of he. 
conveying his voice, or the intimation of his will to our fathers, 
to express the manner in which he intended to utter his voice in r 
“the agesto come.” The gospel is the voice of God to us, and 7 
the Holy Spirit is the wind of the gospel-day. Accordingly the 
word is said to come, not in word only, but in the Holy Ghost, 
who gives much assurance, oras certain a token of the presence f 
of Ggd, as the cloud or wind afforded of old. Hereby we know i 
that he abides in us, by the Spirit which he has given us. When 
he came on the apostles, it was in the sound of a rushing mighty 
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REMARKS ON acTS xix. 1, 2. ‘ [ 
Extract from Parkhurst. 7 


Pauw finding certain disciples at Ephesus, said unto them, 
Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they 
said unto him, Aaa’ ed: ts Tysuue Aliov esiy mxecape, Which we trans- 
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late, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy 
Ghost, as if the words related to the eavstence of that Person in 
the Trinity. But this canuot be the meaning of them, because 
ver. 3. they had been baptized into John’s baptism, i.e. by John 
himself, having been in Judea during his ministry: and part of 
his doctrine, as recorded by all the four Evangelists, was, that 
he that should come after him, i. e. Christ, showld baptize them 
with the Holy Ghost. See Matt. iii. 11. Mark i. 8. Luke iii. 
16. John i, 33. These Ephesian disciples, therefore, could 
not be ignorant, that there existed such a Divine Person as the 
Holy Ghost, but they say, We have not heard, s Teva Alioy est, 
whether the Holy Ghost be, that is, in action, or actually sent 
upon the disciples of Christ. There is an exactly parallel! ex- 
pression, John vii. 39. Ovrw yap mw Mvevpa Afiov. For the Holy 
Ghost was not yet given, (say our translators rightly,) because 
that Jesus was not yet glorified. Ephesus being ata great dis- 
tance from Jerusalem, these disciples had not heard of the 
actual effusion of the Holy Ghost on Christ’s disciples, accord- 
ing to the Baptist’s doctrine. 


ee i. 


THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD DISPLAYED. 


EWIRACT FROM MR. HUNTER’S INTRODUCTORY LECTURE ON 
ANATOMY. 


Mr. Hunter, after supposing that an immaterial spirit is about 
to be placed in a corporeal fabric, commences an inquiry what 
will be necessary for her accommodation. First, says he, the 
mind, the thinking immaterial agent, must be provided with a 
place of immediate residence, which shall have all the requisites 
for the union of spirit and body; accordingly she is provided 
with the brain, where she dwells as governor and superintend- 
ent of the whole fabric. In the next place, as she is to hold a 
correspondence with all the material beings around her, she must 
be supplied with organs fitted to receive the different kinds of 
impressions which tl.ey will make. In fact, therefore, we see that 
she is provided with the organs of sense, as we call them; the 
eye is adapted to light; the ear to sound; the nose to smell; 
the mouth to taste ; and the skin to touch. 
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“Farther: She must be furnished with organs of communica- 
tion between herself in the brain and those organs of sense; to 
give her information of all the impressions that arc made upon 
them: and she must have organs between herself in the brain 
and every other part of the body, fitted to convey her commands 
and influences over the whole. For these purposes the nerves 
are actually given. They are chords which rise from the brain, 
the immediate residence of the mind, and disperse themselves in 
branches through all parts of the body. They convey all the 
different kinds of sensations to the mind, in the brain; and like- 
wise carry out from thence all her commands or influence to the 
other parts of the body. They are intended to be occasional 
monitors against all such impressions as might endanger the well- 
being of the whole, or any particular part ; which vindicates the 
Creator of all things, in having actually subjected us to those 
many disagreeable and painful sensations, which we are exposed 
to from a thousand accidents in life. Moreover, the mind, in 
this corporeal system, must be endued with the power of moving 
from. place to place, that she may have intercourse with a variety 
of objects; that she may flee from such as are disagreeable, 
dangerous, or hurtful, and pursue such as are pleasant or use- 
fultoher. And accordingty she is furnished with limbs, and with 
muscles and tendons. the instruments of motion, which are found 
in every part of the fabric where motion is necessary. | 

*- But to support, to give firmness and shape in the fabric ; to 
keep the softer parts in their proper places ; to give fixed points 
for, and the proper direction to its motions, as well as to protect 
some of the more important and tender organs from external iniju- 
ries; there must be some firm prop-work interwoven through 
the whole. And, in fact, for such purposes the bones are given. 
The prop-work must not be made into one rigid fabric, for that 
would prevent motion.—Therefore there are a number of bones. 
These pieces must all be firmly bound together, to prevent their 
dislocation. And this end is perfectly well answered by the 
ligaments. The extremities of these bony pieces, where they 
move and rub upon one another, must have smooth and slippery 
surfaces for easy motion. This is most happily provided for, by 
the cartilages and mucus of the joints. The interstices of all 
these parts must be filled up with some soft and ductile matter, 
which shall keep them in their places, unite them, and at the 
same time allow them to move a little upon one another. And 
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these purposes are answered by the cellular membrane er adi- 
pose substance. There must be an outward covering over the 
whole appavatus, both to give it compactness and to defend it 
from a thousand injuries ; which, in fact, are the very purposes 
of the skin and other integuments. 

‘“‘ Lastly, the mind being formed for society and intercourse 
with beings of her own kind, she must be endued with powers of 
expressing and communicating her thoughts by some seusible 
marks or signs; which shall be both easy to herself, and admit 
of great variety: and accordingly she is provided with the or- 
gans and faculty of speech, by which she can*throw out signs 
with amazing facility, and vary them without end. 

‘“ Thus we have built up an animal body, which would seem 
to be pretty complete : but as it is the nature of matter to be al- 
tered and worked upon by matter ; so, in a very little time, such 
a living creature must be destroyed, if there is no provision for 
repairing the injuries which she must commit upon herself, and 
those which she must be exposed to from without. ‘Therefore a 
treasure of blood is actually provided in the heart and vascular 
system, full of nutricious and healing particles, fluid enough to 
penetrate into the minutest parts of the animal ; impelled by the 
heart, and conveyed by the arteries, it washes every part, builds 
up what was broken down, and sweeps away the old and use- 
less materials: hence we see the necessity or advantage of the 
heart and arterial system. What more there is of this blood 
than enough to repair the present damages of the machine, must 
not be lost, but should be returned again to the heart ; and for 
this purpose the venous system is actually provided. These 
requigites in the animal explain, a priori, the circulation of the 
blood.” 


(To be concluded in the next.) 





— 
ACCOUNT OF THE REV. MR. THOMPSON, OF ST. GENNYS, CORNWALL, 


From the London Methodist Magazine. 
A STRIKING PROVIDENCE. 


Mr. Tompson was well known, not only to the parishoners 
among whom he lived, but to the neighboured at large, for the 
great liberality of his character. He was literally what Paul 
deseribes, “ As poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing all things,” 
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It was the uniform custom of this truly apostolic pastor, every 
year, at the close of harvest, to distribute the surplus of his glebe 
among the poor of his parish; after housing first the necessary 
supply of his own little household, which consisted but of himself, 
a man servant, and an old female housekeeper. 

It so happened, however, that one year a peculiar circumstance 
occurred, which compelled him to depart from his usual plan.— 
He had engaged, in the openness and generosity of his heart, to 
subscribe 30/. towards the expense of building a chapel in a dis- 
tant town, where the parishioners were too numerous to be well 
accommodated ifi their own parish church. Having always the 
love of God, and the salvation of souls in view, he did not regret 
his promise ; but unable to raise the money by any other means 
than by breaking in upon the littlehoard of his poor parishion- 
ers, he had no expedient but that of selling what heretofore he 
had always given away, and converting the corn into money to 
fulfil his engagement for the chapel. Instead, therefore, of call- 
ing his poor parishioners together, as need, to take from the 
fields their harvest, he was obliged to invite sone richer ones of 
the village to buy as much cornas would supply the 30/. which 
he had promised towards the erection ofthe chapel. The expe- 
dient was very painful toa man of Mr. T.’s feelings; but the 
obligation seemed unavoidable. 

Having, by selling his corn, obtained the money, Mr. Thomp- 
son left his home with an intention to be himself the bearer of his 
benefaction. In his journey, which was about twenty miles, he 
overtook on the road a young lady mounted on a single horse like 
himself; and being a man of very cheerful and communicative 
manners, he accosted her with a degree of frankness which his 
age and profession might be supposed to authorize. “ Weil 
overtaken,” said he, “ fair lady, will you accept of an old man 
over the down for your companion? I am too old indeed to pro- 
mise you much protection; but I trust God will protect us both.” 
There was a certain something in the manner with which Mr. T. 
said this, that was very attractive, so that the young lady, feel- 
ing a strong prepossession in his favour, immediately thanked 
him, and accepted his company. She expressed much pleasure 
in his society, and as it appeared they were both going to the 
same town, they trotted on together. In the course of their con- 
versation, which was about the best things, he told her his name, 
what a happy village of poor people his was, and how dear the 
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yarishoners were to him. But he avoided saying any thing 
which might lead her to imagine that their happiness resulted 
from his bounty, or that his conduct differed from that of his 
neighbours. When they arrived at the town, and were about 
to part, Mr. T. acquainted his fellow-traveller with the name of 
the friend to whose house he was going ; expressing, at the same 
time, his wish that he might see the young lady again. 

The young lady was'so much pleased with her companion on 
the road, that the same evening, in the course of conversation 
with her-friends, to whose house she was come upon a visit, she 
could not help relating the circumstance respecting the very 
agreeable old clergyman she had met on the road, of the name 
of Thompson, and with how many pleasant subjects he had en- 
tertained her. ‘ Thompson,” cried the lady of the house, “I 
wonder whether he is a relation to the Capt. Thompson we have 
been so many years inquiring for in vain. I have thirty pound 
tied up in a bag by my late husband, due to the captain who or- 
dered it to be left till called for. I suppose the captain is long 
since dead, and his executor, whoever he be, knows nothing oi 
it.”’ “ Who can tell,” answered the young lady, “ whether this 
Mr. T. may not be the very man? Suppose we send to call him 
hither.” The lady of the house consented so to, do, despatched 
a servant, requesting the favour of his company, with which the 
good old man immediately complied. 

In the course of conversation, thetold lady of the house said, 
she understood his name was Thompson; and desired to ask him 
if he knew of a Capt. Thompson who was in the Easi-India 
service ? “ Yes,’’ said the old gentleman, “ for he was my broth- 
er.” And he began to relate such circumstances of him as ren- 
dered the matter unquestionable. The lady was rejoiced at the 
discovery ; “For,” said she, “my late husband bought a small 
garden from Capt. T. and the captain hastening to sea before 
he had received the money, agreed for the purchase, thirty pound 
was left in his hands, which was put in a bag, waiting the captain’s 
return. But this never took place. And at my husband’s death, 
he left a strict charge to keep the money ready for him whenever 
he should call.”’ - 

Mr. Thompson looked amazed at the discovery : his brother 
having been dead several years, and himself the only surviving 
relation, and the executor, and residuary legatee to his effects. 
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The frst impression brought upon his mind, so soop as the 
lady of the house put the bag with the thirty pound into his hand, 
was striking. He could not refrain, before them all, from break- 
ing forth into expressions of devout gratitude to God ; and falling 
upon his knees, with his eyes lifted up, he exclaimed, “ Blessed 
be God! how gracious, how wonderful, thus to provide for my 
poor people at home! The money will be theirs again.”” He 
hastened home to his friend to inform him of what had happened ; 
and so very full was his soul with joy upon this occasion, that as 
he entered his house, he cried out, “‘ Praise God for ever! Tell 
it in Gath; publish it in Askelon. Our God is a faithful God.” 
His host was astonished, and, for the moment, thought him de- 
ranged. But when Mr. T.’s first paroxysms of joy had some- 
what subsided, and he related the event, his friend, as well as him- 
self, found cause to say, “ What hath God wrought !”’ 

God seeth not as man seeth.—His footsteps are often in the 
great deep, and his ways past finding out. But, although clouds 
and darkness are round about him, righteousness and judgment 
are the habitation of his throne. Let his children trust in his 
providence and grace, assured that what they know not now, 
they shall know hereafter. 


— EE i. Coe 


THE GRACE OF GOD MANIFESTED. 


MEMOIR OF MISS URSULA MILLWARD, OF EVESHAM, WORCESTER- 
SHIRE, ENGLAND. 


Ina letter from her father, an itinerant Methodist Preacher, to 
the Editor of the London Methodist Magazine. 


My dear daughter was born at Pool, in Dorsetshire, January 
21,1801. A desire for the salvation of her soul was discovera- 
ble in her nearly as soon as reason began todawn upon her mind. 
She detested every thing she conceived to be sinful, and would 
often propose the most important questions respecting God, 
heaven, and the affairs of another world. Religious subjects 
were the delightful themes of her conversation, particularly the 
sermons she heard; and she often made the most pertinent and 
useful remarks. She manifested an ardent desire for spiritual 
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instruction, and a comparative indifference to things. temporal 
and momentary. Her understanding was clear, penetrating, and 
capacious. She possessed, in a high degree, such qualities as 
engaged the affections of her parents and friends ; to the former 
she was strictly dutiful and affectionate, unwilling to grieve them 
in the least ; and if she had, at any time, which was very rarely 
the case, she would readily acknowledge her fault, and ask for- 
giveness: and with respect to the latter, she studied on all occa- 
sions to gain their approbation. She stood very high in the es- 
teem of all my friends. Her heart was tender and compassion- 
ate, and hence such distressed objects as she could not relieve, 
she would be ready to weep over. She was very conscientious 
in spending her time, so that those portions usually allowed for 
relaxation, she assiduously occupied in improving her mind.— 
When at school, she was eminent for her diligence, teachable- 
ness, meekness, and modesty. When she was between six and 
seven years of age, her good desires greatly increased, and she 
began to be more frequent and fervent in her private devotions. 
One morning, being alone, she read the tenth chapter of the gospel 
by St. Luke, and when she came to the parable of the good Sa- 
maritan, the Lord set her soul at liberty, and so filled her with 
love, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, that she rejoiced with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. She came to her mother, and 
said, “ O mother, how happy I am,” and told her the great 
things which God had done for her. But this ecstacy of joy did 
not continue long; for in the evening of the same day she com- 
plained that her happiness was diminished. Thus depressed, 
she fled to her God in secret, read over the above-mentioned 
chapter, and earnestly implored her heavenly Father to reveal 
himself afresh ; he heard her prayer, and granted her a large por- 
tion of that happiness which she had recently possessed. From 
this time she was much engaged in secret devotion, and often 
deeply and tenderly affected with a sense of the divine goodness. 
She always chose such times and places for secret duty as might 
render her least observed by others ; and endeavoured, as much 
as possible, to conceal what she was doing. She abhorred hy- - 
pocrisy, and doing any thing to be seen of men. She enter- 
tained great love to all in general, but to theipeople of God, and 
ministers of the gospel in particular. Her attachment to the 
doctrines and discipline of the Methodists was great and unshak- 
en. She was very conversant with the writings ofthe Rev. Mr. 
Vor. J, 9 











66 MEMOIR OF MISS MILLWARD. 


Wesley and Mr. Fletcher, and highly esteemed them. | Her 
books were her delight, and what she read she laboured to re- 
tain and make her own ; and she was in the habit of making some 
useful observations upon what she read. She was very particu- 
lar in her choice of company, and hence associated with none 
but such as were truly pious, or piously disposed: the ordinan- 
ces of God were her delight, especially class-meetings, which 
she regularly attended with her mother, from her infancy.’ The 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper also was much blessed to her ; 
she longed for the time of its being administered, and always ap- 
peared to renew her strength on such occasions. Indeed she 
found all the means of grace wells of consolation to her soul.— 
Her concern for the spiritual welfare of others was very great. 
The miserable condition of those who knew not God affected 
her much, and she deeply lamented when any of her friends 
shewed the spirit of indifference to divine things, or conformed 
to the sinful customs, fashions, and company of the world; and 
she equally rejoiced when she saw any under divine impres- 
sions, and turning from their evil ways. | 

In September, 1814, she seemed to have entered into a fresh 
covenant with God, anda visible alteration took place in the 
whole of her deportment. She became more serious, circum- 
spect, and watchful. The works of God, displayed in nature, 
providence, and grace; together with death and immortality, 
were the frequent subjects of her thoughts and conversation.— 
The accounts of the holy lives and happy deaths of pious indi- 
viduals recorded in the Methodist Magazine, and Janewey’s 
Tokens for Children, were made a great blessing to her, She 
spent much time in retirement, and it may be truly said that she 
walked with Ged. She regularly read a part of the Holy Scrip- 
tures every day upon her knees, and well digested what she 
read, and found it life and health to her soul. Her constitution 
was always delicate, but the powers of her mind were lively and 
active, and her disposition generally cheerful. 

Upon my return from the Manchester Conference, in August 
last, I found her rather better in health than she had been for 
some time, but shortly after she began to complain of shortness 
of breath; but still we were not apprehensive of danger, and 
thought that a change of air and exercise would relieve her.— - 
This was tried, but alas ! the disease, which was an inflamma- 
tion of the liver, was too deeply rooted, and she became worse 
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instead of better. Medical assistance was resorted to, but this 
proving ineffectual she returned home: having applied for fur- 
ther advice, we were informed that her case was of a very dan- 
gerous nature ; upon which our fears began to be alarmed, and 
this eesittignead to be so more and more, till we were informed 
that all just ground of hope had expired.. Her patience under. 
her affliction was invincible ; and her gratitude and sweetness of 
temper excited the iifietion and admiration of all that’ beheld 
her. It does not appear, says:Mr. Allen, who attended her on 
her death bed, and noted down the gracious words which she 
spoke, and by whom the following account was written, that Miss 
Millward considered this affliction as being unto death; or if she 
did, she wished to keep every idea of it from her parents, whose 
strong affection for her she was well aware of. On Monday 
night, the 2d inst. her lite being despaired of, one-of her friends 
informed her of her danger, which a little disconcerted her. Mr. 
and Mrs. Millward, and I, going into the room immediately af.- 
ter, te pray with her, she related what had passed, and saitl, 
‘¢ Mother, do you think I shall die?” Mrs. Millward answered, 
‘‘ Yes, my dear child, the doctor has said he can do nc more for 
you, and I think so too, and I am come to give my isaac back te 
‘God; you are no longer mine, but the Lord’s.”? She said, 
“ Well, mother, I am not afraid of death, the Lérd is taking me 
from the evil to come.” Mrs. Millward said, “‘ Then you have 
a clear evidence for heaven?” ‘ Yes,” she replied,‘ I have.’” 
“‘ Then,” said Mrs. Millward, “we will kneel down and pray 
with you ;”? and while thus employed, the mighty power of God 
came upon her, and with a rapture that cannot be expressed, 
she broke out in these words :— 


‘¢ I shall behold his face, 
I shall his power adore, : 
And sing the wonders of his grace 
For evermore.” 


Then she exclaimed aloud, “ O how happy#ham! O how beau- 
tiful is heaven! It is too beautiful even to think of !?? She then 
called upon me to pray, saying, “ Pray foian easy passage, but 
remember the will of the Lord be done ;””°and surely if ever I 
prayed in my life it was then. Never before did I hear such 
emphatic and powerful Amen§ as those avhich came from her 
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lips ; they gave wings to my prayers, and brought down the 
overwhelming presence of God upon all that were in the place. 
Mr. Millward next attempted to pray, but in vain, for he could 
only praise ; and while he was thus engaged, the dear. young 


saint lay gasping for breath, and crying out, ‘ Thats right, 


father! praise, O praise on.”? When we rose, she said, “Sing ! 
Sing!” Mrs. Millward gave out, “ Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow,” &c. in which, to our great astonishment, she 
joined, and sung so loud as to be heard as distinctly as any per- 
son in the room. 

‘“‘T had always,” said she, “a dread of death till now, but O 
how happy Iam ! Is this dying ? ‘O death, where is thy sting !” 
you are all alike to me now, father and mother, and all.”? Af- 
ter a little pause, she said, “I hope Satan will not get in; he is 
tempting me to doubt; but get thee behind me, Satan.” Shortly 
after she said. ‘O mother, I am going to heaven, I wish you 
were going with me; but you will not be long afterme. I 
shall see Mr. Wesley, Mr. Fletcher, St. Paul, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, and all the Prophets, and Martyrs.” “ Yes,’ added 
Mrs. M. “and Jesus the mediator.”” She answered, “O yes, 
and I love him dearly ;’? clasping her hands with the strongest 
ardency. She then embraced her mother, and said, “ Do not 
grieve for me, you will not be long after me; I know you will 
not.”? She then embraced her father, and said, ‘* Go on, father, 
and be useful.””» He said, “ Shall I preach the same doctrine ?”” 
She replied, “O yes, yes, do.”” Next she took an affectionate 
farewell of all that were present, one after another, speaking to 
tliem according to their several states. One of the number was 
the servant, to whom she said, “Farewell, Becca,” with as 
much cheerfulness as if she had been only going to sleep, “ I 
thank you for all your kindness to me; but I do not think you 


‘pray so much as you used to do, nor read the Bible in secret as 


much as youdid. O be in earnest about your soul,” 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
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RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGEN CE. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. HARVARD, METHODIST MISSION- 
ARY AT CEYLON, TO THE MISSIONARY COMMITTEE IN LONDON. 


Colombo, July, 1816. 

I HAVE ‘thought it of importance that you should have immedi- 
ate information of the delay of our intended Madras mission, and 
of the very pressing call for labourers in the Jaffnapatam dis- 
trict. Jaffnapatam is a most important province, especially 
with reference to the continent, the same language being spoken. 


. Sir Alexander Johnson is particularly desirous and anxious that — 


we should make a vigorous attempt in that province, and I have 
to propose to the brethren to fix this year a station at Jaffna- 
town,.and one at Point Pedro; and for the preacher to travel in 
a direct line from one to the other, and establish schools on the 
road. “This will in a little time bring the people into an ac- 
quaintance with us, and perhaps these schools may become 
heads of circuits. , But we can send only two brethren thither ! 
We rely on your sending us out a good supply as soon as possi- 
ble. 

I have begun a letter-foundry in Colombo.on our own estate, 
and hope this month to commence the casting of Cingalese and 
Malabar types. The government have kindly promised, at the 


. request of the Bible Society, to accommodate us with the use of 


their moulds and matrices, and any other help from their foundry 
here. We want iron-work for another printing-press or two. 
We intend to send a Malabar press to Jaffna. I suppose at the 
Conference, next month, we shall take out upon trial to travel, 
three country missionaries of undoubted character. But though 
we hope to have three country missionaries in our employ, what 
are three among so many? O ye lovers of God and of souls! 
‘come over and help us.”” I would not have been at home for 
these last three years for all the world. My dear wife and my- 
self would not have been absent from this glorious field of action 
for all the treasures of the earth. O! what a blessed work is 
that in which we are engaged! Our young preachers will, I 
hope, b burn with desire to-come to our assistance. They have 
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mission. I travelled in two excellent circuits in England, where 
I met with the kindest friends, large congregations, &. and was, 
{ am sure, one of the happiest men in existence, my dear friends 
in Kent and Norfolk being my witnesses; and now. having left 
it for nearly three years, 1 do not scruple to say, that God has 
given me an hundred fold now at this present time ; and I know 
in the world to come I shall have “ life everlasting.”? The cli- 
mate is charming, and very equable. I was never more healthy 
in my life, though I never in my life before had to labour so 
hard, and be so incessant in my application to business. It is 
true, we are not without natural affections. We remember our 
parents, and brethren, and sisters, and kind friends; and the 
happy moments we have had with them in our native land. But 
to lay them all with humble faith, before the missionary altar, 
yields a sweetness and delight to our souls which tongue cannot 


express. 


REVIVAL OF THE WORK OF GOD IN A SCHOOL. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


BRETHREN, 
. Tne request of a respected friend, rather than a confidence 


in my own abilities, has induced me to furnish the enclosed 
communication. Perhaps, however, I may be enthusiastic, and 
if you think so; I shall consider it an act of friendship in you te 
suppress the enclosed. 

if | know my own heart, I am actuated ‘by desires to promote 
the interests of religion. Preserved, almost by miracle, from 
the vortex of infidelity, and as I humbly trust brought to the 


‘enjoyment of that love that casteth out fear, gratitude impels me 


to devote my small abilities to the service of my God. In the 
fellowship of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I subscribe your friend 


and sister, . CMe. 
Canandaigua, Ontario County, Nov. 1817. 


To the friends of Jesus, no intelligence is more welcome, 
than that which relates to the conversion of sinners, and the en- 
largement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Fully eonvinced, of this 
truth, I shall offer no other apology for presenting the followiiig 











Le 




















REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN A SCHOOL. ° gS 


liftle narrative, which you are at gins to insert in your Maga~ 
zine. 

In the Autumn of the year 1816, I was induced, by the earn- 
est solicitation of my friends, in the neighbourhood where I then 
resided, to take the charge of a small District School. 

Although the business of school-keeping was perfectly famil- 
iar tome, having been engaged i in it for several years, I entered 
upon this task with great reluctance. My school had been of a 
private nature, and composed of select individuals, and I thought 
myself incompetent to the government .of such a promiscuous 
number as would attend a District School, im the winter 
‘season, especially, as a considerable proportion of my pupils 
were males who had passed the years of childhood.— 
Yielding, however, my own judgment to that of my friends, | 
accepted the proposal, and entered upon my arduous employ- 
ment. My school consisted of about thirty, from the age of ten 
to twenty ; and for the first few weeks, I noticed nothing re- 
markable, except that I found myself imperceptibly contracting 
an affectionate attachment to my pupils, and experienced an 
uncommon anxiety for their eternal interest. 1 found great en- 
largement of heart in pleading for their eternal salvation, and 
often experienced sweet, refreshing seasons, when I remember 
ed them in secret before my God. 

One evening, in particular, the neighbouring youths had cén- 
vened for a party of amusement, and as many of my scholars as 
were entitled by age to be present at such convivial meetings, 
were of the company. This evening God was pleased to grant 
me near access to his throne. My tender anxiety for the dear 
youth, who were wasting their precious time in vain amuse- 
ment, and particularly for those who were immediately under 
my tuition, 1 have no language to describe. My memory re- 
curred to the period of my life, when like them, I was running 
the mad career of folly, careless and thoughtless of hereafter, 
and I fervently besought the God, who, in infinite mercy snatch- 
ed me from irretrievable ruin, to awaken their minds to a dis- 
covery of their awful danger. Let Christians triumph, for there 
is a God who hears and answers prayer. At the same time that 
I was pleading for them in secret, God, with -whom is the resi- 
dye of the Spirit, was pleased to touch some of their hearts, and 
turn their mirth to seriousness. The next eveniyz, our little 
society convened for prayer-meeting. {n the afiernten I invited 
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my pupils to attend, and while I was speaking to them of tlie 
importance of “ remembering their Creator in the days of their 
youth,” I observed several in tears. This was truly animating, 
and I attended the prayer-meeting, with confident expectations 
that my covenant Redeemer would crown the meeting with his 
special presence. My pupils were generally present, and an 
unusual solemnity appeared to rest upon the little congregation. 
Towards the close of the mecting a youth of nineteen, and one 
of the number for whom I was so particularly interested, arose, 
and informed us in broken accents, interrupted by many tears, 
that last evening while at the party he became convinced of the 
necessity of religion ;—‘hat he had now made the solemn resolu- 
tion to seek the Lord, and requested an interest in the prayers 


of God’s people. The youth present were affected to tears, 


and never did my heart feel a more refreshing season. It seem- 
ed like a prelude to a Pentecostal shower, and if I ever prayed 
with fervor I was then enabled to do so for the out-pouring of 
the Holy Spirit. From this period my task of instructing was 
indeed delightful : not a day passed for a considerable time, but 
brought some new display of convicting mercy. 

In a few days, some were brought to rejoice in a sin pardon- 
ing God ; and Oh! how sweet to hear the high praises of Jeho- 
vah chanted by infant voices! The change was truly great.— 
All amusement, in the intervals of school hours, was entirely 
laid aside, and the time wholly occupied in reading the Scrip- 
tures, singing hymns, and religious conversation. Even little 
children left their sports and listened with profound attention, 
while the starting tear frequently indicated the tenderness and 
sympathy oftheir hearts. Some, who at first ridiculed their se- 
rious companions, were made conspicuous examples of the pow- 
er of regenerating grace. For three days, during the height of 


' the attention, the usual business of the school was almost wholly 


interrupted. It was vain to attempt to call their attention to 
science, when so fully occupied with the “ weightier matters” of 
eternity ; but when the peace of God visited their hearis, their 
minds appeared to have attained new vigor, and their progress 
was rapid. 

The adversary of souls stirred up some of his children, to op- 
pose the work, on the ground that it was improper to attend to 
religion in aschool ; but the uncommon improvement of the se- 
rious scholdfs, soon put to silence the mouths of gainsayers, and 
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even the enemies of the cross were constrained to acknowledge 
that a most happy change had taken place in the school. 

The most exact order and decorum were observed, and I sel- 
: dom had occasion to notice the least impropriety of conduct. 
Be | Twelve, out of this little school, in the’ course of the quarter, 
, publicly professed the religion of Jesus. Several others, in the 
judgment of charity, were the subjects, of regenerating grace, 
4 and some remained under serious impressions when I left them. 
a The work was principally carried on in prayer-meetings, 
which were holden twice a week, and was remarkably free from 
; extravagance and enthusiasm. | 
ig Sometimes the voice of praise, and the cries of mourning pen- 
itents were mingled; sometimes the redeemed of the Lord 
B shouted for joy, and the convinced sinner cried aloud for mer- 
" cy ; but the passions seldom appeared to be much excited, and 
a the Divine influence seemed to descend, more like the gentle 
is fertilizing dew than like the resistless shower. The subjects of 
the work appeared to be deeply and rationally convinced; but 
in the pungency of their convictions, as well as in the length of 
time, before they obtained the witness of pardoning love, there 


was considerable diversity. 
Some, like Saul, were suddenly and powerfully arrested, per- 


2 haps in the very act of persecution—others, by slow degrees, and 
Be gradual progress, were brought to discover their need of a Sa- 
a viour. Anxious for advice, they appeared to look to me to di- 
2 rect their inquiries in religion as in literature—and never did I 
od more feelingly realize my need.of the ‘ wisdom that cometh frone 
| above.’ But, thanks be to God, Jesus was my support, and his 
; grace was‘sufficient. From time to time I was enabled to impart 
F, such advice and instruction, as were owned and blessed of him 
who “ giveth the increase.” 
(To be concluded in the next.) 
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Extract of a letter from the Rev. S. G. Roszel to the Editors. 
Baltimore, January 10, 1818. 

Tue following, if you think proper, you may insert in your 

Magazine, as religious intelligence is always acceptable to the 


pious. There has been an uncommon display of divine mer- 
Vor. I. 10 
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cy and power in the conversion of souls to God in Stephens- 


burg, Frederick County, Virginia. ‘This place has long been 
blest with the gospel. A small society was, many years since, 
raised there ; but for a length of timé past it has been in a 
dead, barren, and unhappy state.- It seemed that all labour 
was lost upon them. ‘The Presiding Elder of the Potomac Dis- 
trict, (brother Joseph Frye) appointed a quarterly meeting to hold 
four days in the place. In the course of this meeting the Lord 
visited the people ina most glorious manner. Such were the 
displays of divine power, that they continued the meeting 
more than a week; and after many from the country, who had 
happily been converted to God, had returned to their homes, I 
think they-received upwards of sixty converts into society in the 
town. I suppose the whole amount of the converts from that 
meeting would be more than one hundred. Their next quarterly 
meeting was appointed in Winchester, to continue four days. — 
This place was also ina lifeless state. The Lord owneu the 
labours of his servants. The meeting continued above a week ; 
and I have been lately informed that one hundred in that town 
have joined the society. The present revival at Fell’s Point, in 
this city, exceeds description. The stationed preacher (Brother 
John Davis) shortly after the August camp-meeting, appoint- 
ed each Friday for all who would fast, or abstain, to meet in their 
meeting-house, and join in prayer for a revival. Their number 
at first was small, but continued to increase ; and God in mercy, 
in answer to their humble prayers, gave intimations of his gra- 
cious designs. About Christmas, the general display of his pow- 
er became visible, and in three sabbaths, more than one hundred 
have been added to the church. The meeting house is crowded 
to overflowing, but scarcely an individual is found to oppose the 
work. This work has continued every day, andevery night until 
eleven o’clock for more than ten days past. It is not uncommon 
for the altar to be crowded with mourners ; and numbers in all 
parts of the congregation, young, middle aged, and old, are the 
subjects of divine influence; and many very respectable citi- 
zens. , 

Our prospects are very promising in the city, in all our houses ; 
and we are looking for great displays of divine power. Our 
classes, generally, are unusually engaged for sanctification ; con- 
tinuing in holy struggling on their knees after the meeting is 
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closed, covenanting not to rest until God blesses them with the 
desire of their hearts. I have never felt more athirst for a revi- 
val of the work of God.—Surely we shall not be disappointed if 
we live and labour for it in faith and prayer. 


——— 


NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN THE METHODIST SOCIETIES~ 
Tue following is a general recapitulation of the number of 
members in the Wesleyan Methodist Societies throughout the 
world, according to the Minutes of the Conferences in Europe 
and America for the year 1817. 


American Connexion. 
Whites. Coloured. 


Ohio Conference - 21,641 537 
Missouri Conference 3,100 73 
‘Tennessee Conference 18,049 1,352 
_ Mississippi Conference 1,531 410 
South Carolina Conference 7 22,383 16,789 
Virginia Conference 18,883 5,269 
Baltimore Conference ‘ 21,443. 8,549 
Philadelphia Conference 23,609 8,851 
New-York Conference 19,676 1,366 
New-England Conference . 13,269 138 


{zenesee Conference 17,858 77 





Whites 181,442 43,411 
Coloured 43,411 


Total 224,853 
European Connexion. | 


Great Britain 193,670 
Treland 21,031 
France, Brussels, and Gibraltar : 175 
Southern and Western Africa 157 
Ceylon, and Continental India 54 
New South Wales 30 
West-Indies 3 20,288* 
British America, including Newfoundland 2,353 





Total 237,758 
Total number in the American Connexion 224,853 
Total number in the European Connexion 237,758 


462,611 





Total number in the world 





*19,451 of these are Africaais. 
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The number of the Travelling, Supernumerary, and Superan- 
nuated Preachers, not being included in the above account, it 
will not be uninteresting to our readers to see the following 
statement. : 

Number of travelling Preachers stationed in the American 


Methodist Connexion 716 
Number of travelling Preachers inthe European Method- 

ist Connexion. Stationed in Great Britain 671 
Stationed in Ireland | 104 
Stationed on Foreign Missions 101 





Total number of travelling Preachers throughout the world 1592 


From the above it will appear obvious to every candid and 
impartial reader, that the Wesleyan Methodists have not been 
the least among the various religious denominations, in their 


missionary zeal and labour; and that the Africans have not. 


been destitute of friends who could feel for their forlorn situation, 


and labour and suffer for their good. 





‘ou 


OBITUARY. 


ACCOUNT OF THE DEATH OF THE REV. THOMAS TAYLOR. 


Diep at Birch House, near Bolton, 
in Lancashire, England, on Tuesday 
morning, October 15, 1816, the Rev. 
Tuomas T'ayLor, aged almost eighty 
years. From the year 1761, when he 
was appointed by Mr. Wesley to a 
circuit, he continued his itinerant la- 
bours till the last conference. Then 
the pressure of age, with the effects of 
fifty-five years hard ministerial labour, 
obliged this holy, faithful, and resolute 
minister of Christ, toacknowledge that 
he was no longer able to fill the place 
of an effective man in the Connexion. 
But in ceasing to be an itinerant, he 
remitted no labour to which his 
strength was adequate; nay, about 
the close of his eminently useful life, 
he exerted himself beyond his strength. 
But his heart and soul were in the 
work of Ged, and herce, when labour- 





ing under that complaint which termi- 
nated in his death, he would ascend the 
puipit, to preach ‘‘ the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.” 

Having engaged to preach in the 
Bolton chapels, on Sunday the 13th of 
October, and the following day, he ar- 
rived at the house of his esteemed 
friend, Roger Holland, Esq. on the 
preceding Tuesday. The following 
account of the remaining days. of his 
life, is taken from a letter written by 
Mrs. Holland to his son-in-law, Mr. 
Robert Miller. 

On Tuesday evening, (October 8,) 
Mr. Taylowarrived at Birch House, in 
his usual state of health and cheerful- 
ness. Wednesday morning, he ob- 
served that he did not think he had 
passed so comfortable a night for 
twelve months. He attended to his 
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studies as usual, and occasionally walk- 
ed to see a few poor people. 

On Saturday night he had two vio- 
lent attacks of his complaint, which 
obliged him to sit up till he was a little 
recovered: but though he felt himself 
much enfeebled, he accompanied Mr. 
Holland to Belton the next morning, 
where he preached from—* Our light 
afflictions,” &c. 2 Cor. iv. 17,18. It 
was observed by his hearers, that he 
was particularly animated, and that 
his vie'vs of glory, in the discussion of 
hie subject, were more than usually 
bright. He dined at Mr. Rothwell’s, 
where he evidenced a spirit of lively 
gratitude and animated praise. But 
the effects of his morning exertions 
soon became so visible in much weak- 
ness and bodily pain, that his friends 
judged it improper for him to under- 
take the evening service; Mr..Hol- 
Jand, in particular, ws very importu- 
nate in dissuading him from the at- 
tempt. No entreaties, however, could 
dissuade him from his purpose of set- 
ting out for the Old Chapel ; in going 
to which, he was obliged frequently to 
pause, and once for the space of near- 
ly a quarter ofan hour. Having arriv- 
ed at the chapel, he went into Mr. 
Grindrod’s, where be remained a short 
space, in order to gain breath; during 
which time, a local preacher began 
the service. When he had concluded 
prayer, he found the veteran saint 
ready to enter upon his office, which 
he did, by taking these words for his 
text, “ Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee.” 
He seemed to have forgot all his weak- 
ness, and to be unusually led out, whilst 
explaining the passage. In one part 
of tae discourse he raised himself, and 
said with great emphasis, ‘“‘] should 
like to die like an old soldier, sword in 
hand.” That night he had another at- 
tack in his breast, which painfully in- 
terrupted his sleeping, and caused 
considerable exhaustion the following 
moraing ; notwithstanding which, he 
spent two hours in visiting the sick, 
but the effort was attended with a 
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great deal of difficulty. He again 
preached with animation in the even- 
ing, from 1 Cor. i. 12. 

Through the whole of the evening 
he was particularly cheerful, and often 
very spiritual. He retired about elev - 
en, and intending to. accompany Mr. 
H. to Manchester the next morning, 
he shaved before he went tobed. On 
Tuesday morning Mr. Holland, think- 
ing that he lay longer than usual, as he 
did not hear hin stir, tapped at his 
door, but no answer being returned, 
he entered the room, and found him 
lying by the bed-side at fuil length, 
more than half dressed, but perfectly 


composed, as in a quiet sleep; the 


chariots of Israel and the horsemen 
had come, and the prepared. saint had 
ascended with his bright convoy. 

Grateful to Mrs. Holland for the 
foregoing account, and for the honour- 
able testimony which she has given in 
favour of Mr. Taylor’s eminent piety 
andusefulness ; we shall briefly men- 
tion a few particulars relative to his 
character. 

1. Throughout the long course of 
his ministry, so uniform was his Chris- 
tian walk, that he never brought the 
slightest reproach upon his sacred 
profession. The present race of Meth- 
odist preachers know, from experi- 
ence, little or nothing of the difficul- 
ties with which the first race had to 
contend. Hunger,.cold, weariness, 
bad lodgings, and persecution, in vari- 
ous forms, were their lot ; and of each 
of these Mr. Taylor had his share. He 
lived long enough to see Methodism 
in comparative honour and himself, 
and brethren, in general, comfortably 
provided for. But so great a change 
in his circumstances, had no bad effect 
upon his spirit, temper, or conduct.— 
He was the same man of God when in 
London, Manchester, Liverpool, &c. 
that he had been when subjected to 
more than ordinary privations. <A 
great change in outward circumstan- 
ces, especially from penury and re- 


proach, to plenty and honour, has fre- 


quently proved fatal to many; but 











ee ee é 
- a 

on 

Her, 


marae angen erent = 


Spe oe . 
A Pa te Rit tk TOBIAS 6-5 
doce 








7D DEATH OF THE REV. THOMAS TAYLOR. 


from such a change Mr. Taylor suffer- 
ed no physical, mental, or moral injury. 

2. The diligence which he used for 
the purpose of improving his mind, 
that he might be able to feed the peo- 
ple with knowledge and understand- 
ing, is highly creditable to his memory 
as a Christian minister. Hedrew his 
divinity from the sacred volume; and 
such was the estimate which he set 
upon that pure source of truth, that, 
in addition to his perusing particular 
parts of it, upon numberless occasions, 
there is sufficient ground to believe, 
that he read the whole of it rerular- 
jy through upwards of fifty times.— 
But his extraordinary attention to the 
Scriptures did not make him inatten- 
tive to those works with which a min- 
ister of Christ ought, if possible, to 
be acquainted. Hundreds upon hun- 
dreds of ancient and modern publica- 
tions, on theology, sacred and profane 
history, natural and moral philosophy, 
&c. he read with care and attention. 

3. He was a man of strict order, 
punctually attending to whatever he 
took in hand; and perhaps few have 
ever excelled him in the practice of 
that very important, but much-neg- 
lected duty, the.redeeming of time.— 
He was too sensible of its value, to 
waste any part of it in trifling conver- 
sation, or mere complimentary visits. 
His not ordinarily suffering his hours 
of study to be broken in upon, may pos- 
sibly have induced some to imagine, 
that his prevailing dispesition was un- 
social, if not morose; but those who 
knew him well were of a different 
opinion. 

4. His devoting two hours every day 
{Sundays and Conference time ex- 
cepted) to visiting and relieving poor 
and afflicted persons, proves that he 
was a true philantbropist. 

5. To the doctrines and discipline of 
the Methodists he was a steady and 
firm adherent ; and he manifested up- 
on all occasions, a sincere and cordial 
tove to the objects of his pastoral care. 


Meantime he was so far from being a 
bigot, that he esteemed and loved as 


brethren all, however opposed to him 
in matters of opinion, who, he had rea- 
son to believe, were true followers of 
the Lord Jesus. 

6. By continuing to walk humbly 
and closely with God, and to be dili- 
gent in reading and study, he retained, 
to the last, the spirit of preaching, as 
well as the talents, by which he had 
been enabled so long to feed those of 
the flock of Christ who sat under his 
ministry. 

7. Mr. Taylor’s views of both the 
law and the gospel were clear and dis- 
tinct; and hence while he maintain- 
ed, that evangelical obedience is not 
only a fruit of faith, but indispensably 
necessary in order to its being retain- 
ed, he did not neglect to inculcate, as 
a truth of vital importance, that the 
holiest men on earth are every moment 
indebted to the merits and mediation 
of Jesus Christ, for their continuance 
in a state of acceptance with God. He 


- did not glory io his works; for he well 


knew, that however sincerely and con- 
scientiously performed, they could not 
stand the rigour of divine justice ; and 
therefore he availed himself of the cov- 
enant of mercy, not that he might sin 
with impunity, but that, notwithstand- 
ing all his defects, of which he had an 
exquisite and humbling sense, he might 
still be able to “‘ worship God in the 
spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have 
no confidence in the flesh.” Some 
preachers, by not entertaining similar 
views, have exhibited the gospel in a 
mutilated state, and preached it in a 
dry, cold, and unedifying manner. ‘So 
did not the venerable Tuomas Tay- 
Lor ; hence the divine unction which 
generally accompanied his sermons. 
We cannot see the heroes of Meth- 
odism, however aged, drop, one after 
another into eternity, without being 
sensibly affected. We love, nay, we 
venerate the memory of those men of 
God, who, with little less than apostol- 
ical intrepidity, in breaking up the 
ground which we now peaceably occu- 
py, endured many a fight of affliction. 
But they rest from their labours, and 

































POETRY. ) 79 


we are hastening to the conclusion of 
ours. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of bis saints, whether occa- 
sioned by the lapse of “ slowly rolling 
years,” or an acute or lingering dis- 
ease. ‘The time, place, and circum- 
stances of the death of each of them, 
are all under the controul and. direc- 
tion of Him, who for the welfare of his 
people regulates and over-rules every 
event. Mr. Taylor’s death was so 
sudden, that he experienced little or 
nothing of the formality of dying. His 
strong and well-formed body was 


greatly worn by age; but like ma- 
chine, well constructed in all its parts, 
and all those parts so skilfully united 
as to wear alike, it continued to be a 
suitable, and, upon the whole, a com- 
foriable habitation for his spirit, till at 
Jast : 


‘“‘ The weary springs of life stood still.” 


Next to Mr. Wesley, he filled the 
place of an effective man considera- 
bly longer than any cther Methodist 
Preacher. 
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A TRIBUTE OF RESPECT TO THE MEMORY OF THE REV. THOMAS 
COKE, LL. D» WHO DIED MAY 3, 1814, ON HIS PASSAGE TO THE 


EAST INDIES. 


He was a burning and a shining light. Sr. Joun. 
Mors noluit quotidie imminet. 


WHEN worth acknowledg’d drops the 
mantle here, 

And claims from us the tributary tear, 

What stoic breast can check the rising 
sigh, 

Or blame the gem that trembles in the 
eye. 

We feel as men, since Coke, alas! is 
gone, | 

His race accomplished, and his effort 
done. 

Tis right to feel—yes, we his loss de- 
plore, : 

Submissive bow, and silently adore. 
Great friend of Missions! whose ex- 
panded soul — y 
Would have embrac’d mankind from 

pole to pole; 
And preached the gospel, such as an- 
gels sung 
At Jesu’s birth, in ev’ry clime and 
tongue. 
“Oft has thy zeal to distant lands con- 
vey'd 


Sweet sounds of mercy, and the cross’ 
display’d, 

Columbia’s churches hail’d thy tune- 
ful voice, 

Which bade the wilds of Africa re- 
joice : : 

Her sable sons, in western isles con- 
fin’d, 

Have ot around thee in devotion join’d, 

Shed the expressive tear, and bent the 
knee, 

To thank the Christians’ God—for 
hearing thee.” 

Wealth and preferment were in his 
esteem 

The pageants only of a splendid dream; 

Superior to the trifles most pursue 

He spurn’d them all as fleeting and un- 
true. 

Hence like a seraph, passing through 
the world, 

Charg’d with the precious tidings |} 
unfurl’d, ! 
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The bow of promise shone where’er he 
trod, | | 

And tens of thousands bless’d this man 
of God. 

Where’er a famine of the word was 
known, 

Or the blest seed of life but thinly sown, 

In spirit and affection he was there, 


But when, or how, or where, affects 
not those 

Whose faith and love in Christ alone 
repose. 

To. live for ever wrap’d in shade or 
gloom, 

Would make us languish for the friend- 
ly tomb, 


And made their wants the subjects of Invert the order of our hopes and 


his prayer. 

Anxious to see the waste, the thirsty 
field 

Fruitful appear, and crops successive 
vield ; 

Fresh springs break forth their heal- 
ing streams disclose, 

The desarts smile, and blossom as the 
rose. 

When India open’d to his eager view, 

Where Ganges rolls the tepid wave, 
he flew 

To publish peace :..this was his latest 
aim, 


_ The Hindoo casts, and Bramins to re- 


claim ; 

And thro’ the islands of the east, con- 
vey 

The sacred sound—the news of gospel 
day. 

Of ease regardless, and devoid of fear, 

Extremes of climate warp’d not his 
career : 

Safe in the care of him, whose hand 
can guide 

The whirlwind’s rage, and still the 
threat’ning tide ; 

He brav’d repeatedly th’ Atlantic main, 

And northern rigors of stern winter’s 
reign, 

Then, in the wane of life, the wortby 
sage 


. Still unsubdo’d by study, toil, and age, 


Shap’d his advent’rous course across 
the line, 

Where fervid sun-beams more in- 
tensely shine ; 

But, ere he reach’d the shore, his la- 
bours céas’d, 

And angels waft him to the realms of 
peace. 

That men must die—is heaven’s indul- 


gent law, 
The pledge of favour, yet the fruit of 


woe; 


fears, 

And prove the earth, indeed, a vale of 
tears : 

Hence death may frown, and soft con- 
nexions rend, 

Propel the shaft, or call away a friend; 

The faithful trav’ller pleas’d with the 
command, 

Exults in prospects of the promis’d land, 

Resigns the cares which here oppress’d 
his mind, 

And leaves this weary wayward state 
behind. 

How vast the change! there Coke we 
fondly trace, 

Who finds the mandate butan act of 
grace, 

A sov’reign passport sign’d by love 
alone 

To join the elders nearest to the throne. 

Him Luther, Calvin, and a Wesley 
there, 

Whitefield and Fletcher, (names we 
should revere) 

With Swartz and Vanderkemp illus- 
trious train, 

Who labour’d to extend the Saviour’s 
reign, 

Embrace in turn, whilst kindred spirits 
rise, 

To hail him welcome, welcome to the 
skies. 

Such worth demands far nobler lays 
than mine, 

To raise some trophy for his hallow’ d 

shrioe. 

To form the wreath that shall his deeds 
adoro, 

And trace the virtues bending o’er his 
urn : 

Bid truth, imr.ortal truth, record his 
fame, 

And glory guard his apostolic name. 

CAMBRIA. 
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